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INTRODUCTION

The following is a report from me to Hal Malde, dated March 30, 1966, giving the

results of my first laboratory and microscope examination of selected samples of

tephra from the Valsequillo area.  I have only now determined (from Hal’s field notes)

the locations of these samples.  It was thought from the start of the project that I

should examine the samples “cold”, with no information about them other than his

field sample numbers.  This to cut out any unintentional bias on my part.  It was a

good plan.

In 1966 we thought we were working with Late Pleistocene and Holocene tephra in

the Hueyatlaco area.  You’ll note that, even so, I record that the samples at and

near the site are notably weathered and indurated.  This is now known to be caused,

at least in large part, by their great age.  One disturbing item:  the exact location of

sample 64M128/V5 (field notes, p. 144) could not be determined — pages 141 -

145 are missing from the record.  A note on page 140 suggests it was collected at

Hueyatlaco 2, square 22-I, Bed B-2.  Pages 63-64, which records some information

on Section 2, northwest of the town of Buena Vista Tetela, are also missing, at least

from the copy I have.

Of special interest are samples 64M121/V4 and 65M116/V6, collected in the upper

reaches of Atepitzingo barranca (Bca. Atepencillo on the San Francisco

Totimehuacán map?), in the badlands north of Totimehuacán.  According to Hal’s

field notes, they lie BELOW a limestone that continues upstream as a ledge along

the west bank only, and 3.5 m ABOVE a shell bed (the source of the 14C date?)

The 14C date for a sample from the barranca is greater than 35,000 years.  Szabo

got U-series dates on a horse metapodial from there of 340,000 plus/minus 100,000

years, greater than 180,000 years, and (open date) 260,000 plus/minus 60,000 years

(see Szabo et al., 1969).  The tephra samples contain beta quartz, which could make

them equivalent in age to “my” B.V. lapilli, now dated at around 250,000 years and/

or the lapilli channel in the Hueyatlaco area.  Armenta’s monograph records three

scribed bones as coming from Atepitzingo.  Definitely an area that should be exam-

ined thoroughly for signs of early humans — perhaps the 2003 season if the reser-

voir level continues high?
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